Hypogammaglobulinemia in infants infected with human immunodeficiency virus.
Two premature infants were infected with HIV via blood transfusions during the neonatal period. Although neither patient had serum antibody to HIV owing to severe hypogammaglobulinemia, HIV infection was confirmed by finding HIV antigen in the sera of both patients. These cases show that HIV infection can produce severe hypogammaglobulinemia, and illustrate the value of HIV antigen detection in the diagnosis of HIV infection in seronegative patients.